
Movie Reviews 
A movie review is an article that is published in a newspaper, magazine, or scholarly work that describes and 
evaluates a movie. Reviews are typically written by journalists giving their opinion of the movie. Some reviews 
include score (3 out of 4 stars) or recommendations (thumbs up).  A movie criticism is written by a scholar or expert 
in film studies to discuss the movie within a historical, social, political, or theoretical context. It differs from the opinion 
or recommendation that a movie review provides in terms of length, content and focus. Criticisms can be found in 
cinema studies journals as well as discipline-specific sources, depending on the plot or themes of the movie. 
Reviews and criticisms are produced after the release of a movie, whether that is its initial release to theatres, or a 
release in a home video format.  

http://www.lib.vt.edu/find/byformat/moviereviews.html 

Directions:  Read five movie reviews by one of America’s most beloved movie critics: Roger 
Ebert.  Then, choose one review to analyze.  Be sure to answer the following questions: 

1. What is the writer’s lead? 

2. How does the writer introduce the film to the audience? 

3. What is the plot of this film? 

4. What are the writer’s views of the plot?   What words, phrases give you that opinion? 

5. What type of background information is given on the actors, directors, and / or 

producers? 

6. How did the writer feel about the actors' and actresses' performances? 

7. Provide a specific example (line from review) of the writer’s feeling about the acting. 

8. How would the film be classified? (drama, comedy, horror, science fiction)  

9. What elements of a film does the writer discuss?  This can include things like tone, 

cinematography, music, characterization, dialogue? 

10. What specific descriptive words are used in the review to illustrate the writer's opinions 

of the plot, acting, or other elements of the film?  

11. What is the writer’s closing line? 

12. Does the writer give particular lines from the movie?  In what context? 

13. Is the movie’s rating given? 

14. Had you heard of this movie prior to reading this review? If so, did this review change 

your opinions of the movie, and why? If not, does this review encourage you to see the 

movie, and why?  

http://www.lib.vt.edu/find/byformat/moviereviews.html

