
Photo Essays 

 

Photo Essays tell stories with pictures in ways that words cannot. They show us the faces of joy, pain, pride and fear.  Time, 

Life, and National Geographic magazines all have a long history of photojournalism. Many of these photo essays are online 

and available for viewing.  

 

Choose one of the example photo essays by copying and pasting the URL located on the links page on the student shared drive: 

 English Folder 

 Hannemann 

 Journalism I 

 

Title of Photo Essay:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Answer the following questions. 

1. Did the photographer use staged or posed photos, candid photos or both?  

 

2. Color or B&W? Did it make a difference? What factors do you believe contributed to the selection of one over the 

other?  

 

3. Find an example of good framing and composition. Copy and paste the photo below.  How close does the subject 

feel in the photo? Explain why you chose this particular photo.  Be sure to be thorough in your explanation. 

 

4. Find an example of good use of color and light. Copy and paste the photo below.  Do you see backlighting? Were 

the photos taken early or late in the day?  How does the lighting help to establish contrast?  Effective?  Why or why 

not?  Explain why you chose this particular photo. 

 

5. Choose a photo that uses rule of thirds.  Copy and paste the photo below.  What is meant to be the focal point of the 

photo? 

 

http://www.time.com/time/photoessays/
http://www.life.com/Life/classicpictures/


6. Choose a photo that uses rule of odds.  Copy and paste the photo below.  What is meant to be the focal point of the 

photo? 

 

 

7. Choose a photo that uses dynamic tension.  Copy and paste the photo below.  What is meant to be the focal point of 

the photo? 

 

8. How much narration and text support the essay? In what areas is it used?  Explore its effectiveness. 

 

9. Can the photos stand alone or do they need to be seen as a part of the whole?  Explain why you believe this. 

 

10. Do all photos illicit a reaction in the viewer?  Which do you feel lacked an emotional response?  Copy and paste the 

photo(s) below.   

 

11. What is your overall reaction to the essay? Make sure your response is thorough. 

 Save this document with the photos and the analyses. 

 Email me your finished copy at lhannemann@psd202.org 

 

 

 

 


