
Photojournalism









Wild Art:  

Art not associated with a story.

Also referred to as 
Stand Alone.



Wild Art





Cropping:
The removal of the outer parts of an image to improve 

framing, accentuate subject matter or change aspect 

ratio. This may be performed on a physical photograph

or achieved digitally using image editing software.



Eliminate extra elements such as 

distracting background.



Reducing or enlarging 

a cropped photo to fit 

a space on the layout.



Use size indicators if the size of the main object of 

interest is not obvious.

Flight    Photograph by Dan Kitwood / Getty Images

The flock form the  shape of a bird as they take to the air at Snettisham Nature Reserve in the U.K.

Size Indicators



Photo Essay
When a story can be told 

better through many 

pictures and a few words.



Type One:
May tell one 

small portion of 

a much bigger 

story.



Type Two:
Show a variety of pictures of one subject not 

isolating any one event.



Rule of Thirds
Imagine breaking an image down into thirds (both 

horizontally and vertically) so that you have 9 

parts.  As follows:

With this grid in mind the ‘rule of thirds’ now 

identifies four important parts of the image that you 

should consider placing points of interest in as you 

frame your image.



When framing a photo, imagine the scene divided up 

as above. Think about what elements of the photo are 

most important, and try to position them at or near 

the lines and intersections of the grid. They don't 

have to be perfectly lined up as long as they're close.



The theory is that if you place points of 

interest in the intersections or along the lines 

that your photo becomes more balanced and 

will enable a viewer of the image to interact 

with it more naturally.

Studies have shown that when viewing 

images that people’s eyes usually go to one of 

the intersection points most naturally rather 

than the center of the shot – using the rule of 

thirds works with this natural way of viewing 

an image rather than working against it.



Rule of Thirds: 

Portraits

The eyes are lined up 

with the upper horizontal 

line and each eye is 

where the upper 

horizontal line intersects 

with a vertical line.



It's a good idea to position people off to one side of the 

frame. This provides some "breathing space", shows the 

subject's environment, and stops the photo from looking 

like a mugshot.

Rule of 

Thirds: 

Interest 

Photos



The head of the subject is placed on one of the 

intersecting points – especially his eyes which are a 

natural point of focus for a portrait. His tie and 

flower also take up a secondary point of interest.



RULE OF THIRDS: 

LANDSCAPES



In a similar way a good technique for landscape 

shots is to position horizons along one of the 

horizontal lines.



Important elements (the shed, and the border 

between the ground and the trees) are 

positioned along the lines and at the 

intersections.



• When photographing moving subjects, position them as 

normal, but also pay attention to the direction they're 

moving. 

• As a general rule you should leave more space in front 

of them than behind, to show where they're going.

Rule of 

Thirds: 

Moving 

Objects



Rule of Thirds: Review

• Subject is not centered

• Photo is divided in thirds- vertically and horizontally.

• Center of interest  - at line intersections.

• Do not divide exactly in half. 

• Horizon is located at the one third or two third line. 



Use foreground objects to frame.

Depth



Foreground interest and Depth

Including some foreground interest in a scene is a great 

way of adding a sense of depth to the scene. Photographs 

are 2D by nature. Including foreground interest in the 

frame is one of a number of techniques to give the scene a 

more 3D feel.





CONTRAST
You can achieve contrast

in many ways:
• through the manipulation of 

space (near and far, empty and 

filled)

• through color choices (dark 

and light, cool and warm)

• by positioning of elements (top 

and bottom, isolated and 

grouped), etc.

Making use of contrast can help you create a 

photo in which one item is clearly dominant. This 

helps the viewer “get” the point quickly.



PROXIMITY

• Related items should be grouped together so that they 

will be viewed as a group, rather than as several 

unrelated elements. 

• Audiences will assume that items that are not near each 

other in a photo are not closely related.



PERSPECTIVE

The sense of depth or spatial relationships between 

objects in the photo, along with their dimensions 

with respect to the viewpoint.



Leading lines
The viewer's eye is attracted to lines that lead 

directly to the principle subject in the image.





Look at it this way, horizontal lines and vertical lines 

suggest stability. If you see a person standing on a level 

horizontal surface, he will appear to be pretty stable. 

Put this man on a sloping surface and he’ll seem less stable. 

This creates a certain level of tension visually. 

Incorporating triangles and diagonals into our photos can 

help create this sense of ‘dynamic tension’.  Triangles 

can be actual triangle-shaped objects or implied triangles.

What Is Dynamic Tension?



Forming Triangles

Triangles

• fill your frame

• add balance

• add movement in 

your images 

• create a relation between the elements in an image



In the image above there are four triangles.  It is an 

interesting image that uses the shapes of the buildings on 

both sides of the street as well as the parallel lines 

created by the top of the buildings as well as the curbs 

which seemingly meet at a point in infinity to create 

triangle shapes.

















Rule of Odds

The human eye tends to be more comfortable with 

images that contain an odd number of elements rather 

than an even number. The eye will naturally wander 

towards the center of a group. 











Find the Best Angle













You Decide!


