
Ethnicity and Nations
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND CONFLICT



Internal vs. External Identity

 Internal Identity: How you present/express your culture, heritage, ethnicity, 

or place of origin to people who share that heritage.

 External Identity: How you present/express your culture, heritage, ethnicity, 

or place of origin to people who DO NOT share a common cultural or 

geographic background.



Cultural Regions

 Region: an area of bounded space with homogenous characteristics

 Cultural Region: these homogenous characteristics are related to culture (i.e. 
language, ethnicity, religion, etc.) 

 NATION: Another word for ethnicity that may be present in a region. Sometimes 
tied to a cultural hearth. (Not all nations have a formal state associated with 
them) (EX: Iroquois Nation, Cherokee Nation, 

 Formal vs. Functional Cultural regions: formal regions are named regions that 
have a specific cultural identity or group and functional regions refer to 
hierarchical organization in an area (Mormonism). 

 Some can be both. (Mormons are centered in the Intermountain West but is also a 
functional region due its organization into wards and neighborhoods that coordinate 
with the Salt Lake City headquarters



Acculturation vs. Assimilation 

 Acculturation: The process of adapting to a new culture while still keeping
some of one’s original culture. (Europeans in the “New World”)

 Usually a two-way street

 Assimilation: a complete change in the identity of a minority culture group as it 
becomes part of the majority culture group. (the forced assimilation of Native 
American groups by the U.S. government

 Government forced the adoption of dress, manners, and language and ways of the 
more dominant American culture

 Sequent Occupance: the replacement of one culture over time by another 
more dominant culture several times over in a single place or region.



Cultural Survival 

 In parts of the world, national cultures have historically been threatened by 
outside influences (i.e. military invasions, mass migrations, or decline of 
indigenous culture/peoples) 

 Indigenous: the people who were the original occupants of a place 

 Indigenous culture: the original culture of that same region

 EX: Native Americans, Aboriginals (Australia), Maori (New Zealand), Inuit (Canada), 
Maya (Central America/Northern S. America), Aka (Congo) 

 Another Key factor in the modern day that threatens indigenous cultures is that 
of cultural globalization. (literature, music, motion pictures, the internet, and 
satellite/cable television, mainly from English language sources, combine to 
diminish & potentially eliminate the media and culture of other linguistic 
groups)



Mixing of Ethnicity 

 In some areas of the world instead of identity being based upon a single

indigenous population, identity is defined by multiple mixed races. Prime

examples of this are regions such as the Caribbean and in parts of Latin 

America.

 Thousands of terms used to explain the various mixtures of ethnicities, but 

these are some of the larger representative groups:

 Mestizos: European & Native American 

 **Mulattos: European & African**

 Garifuna: African & Native American

 Creole: European, African, & Native American



Nationality

 Nationality: A group of people tied together to a particular place through 

legal status and cultural tradition. 

 This is distinctly different from Ethnicity and Race

 Ethnic groups can transform into nationalities due to a desire to self-rule to 

preserve and enhance distinctive cultural characteristics.

 Self-Determination: The concept that ethnicities have the right to govern 

themselves

 Nation-State: A state whose territory corresponds to that occupied by a 

particular ethnicity that has been transformed into a nationality

 NOTE: NOT ALL nations are geographic Nation-States



Rise of Nationality

 Read textbook pages: 230-236

 Begin at the section entitled “RISE OF NATIONALITIES”

 End at “KEY ISSUE 3” beginning

TAKE NOTES!!!




