
Rhetoric 

Feb. 8-12, 2021 
 
Weekly objective: Reflect and discuss Diane Ravitch’s “The Essentials of a Good Education” 
and read and comprehend John Taylor Gatto’s “Against School” article.  
 

Agenda Key:  
❏ In Person Students 
❏ Remote Students 
❏ All Students (Everyone) 

 
Monday 

● Everyone: go over the agenda; those of you who are remote need to make sure to look at 
the agenda 

● In person: set up seating arrangements, explain some important things about the 
classroom, etc. 

● Everyone: Work on the Ed Puzzle assignment posted to Google Classroom (scheduled to 
post at 10:05 a.m. today) over Diane Ravitch’s (the author of “The Essentials of a Good 
Education”) interview regarding No Child Left Behind 

Homework: Edpuzzle due by class time Tuesday! 
Tuesday 

● Remote: Answer Engaging the Text questions (1, 3 and 4) in Google Classroom 
(scheduled to post at 10:05 today; it’s due by class time tomorrow!) 

● In Person:Discuss Engaging the Text questions (1, 3 and 4) together in class 
 
Wednesday--Remote learning day for everyone! 

● Discuss “Essentials of a Good Education” as a full classf 
 

Thursday 
● In person:Set up seating arrangements, explain some important things about the 

classroom, etc. 
● Remote: Read “Against School” on pages 114-122 in Rereading America 

Homework: Read “Against School” on pages 
114-122 in Rereading America 

Friday 
● Remote: Complete the claim assignment regarding Gatto’s article on Google Classroom 

(scheduled to post at 10:05 a.m. today) 
● In Person: Discuss the claim of Gatto’s article using the Poll Everywhere app and 

discussion 
 
 
 

Note: There’s no school on Monday in honor of President’s Day. Enjoy your 3-day 
weekend! 

 
 



Rhetoric 

Rhetoric 2020-21 Norms 
 

1. Be open to opposing opinions 
2. The disagreement should end with what the person is arguing about, but it 

should not extend to personal attacks. 
3. Letting one person talk at a time.  
4. All participants should be focused. 
5. Only speak relative to the question asked.  
6. No judgements  
7. Give people a chance to talk 
8. Allow time to formulate thoughts on a person’s question or response.  
9. Come prepared to class to answer and ask questions.  
10. Be respectful of everyone’s opinion.  
11. Allow room for ignorance.  
12. Use what may come across as insensitive to others as an opportunity to 

educate. 
13. Be understanding of people who aren’t used to speaking in front of a big 

group and be patient. 
14. Keep cameras on when discussing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


